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Mysterious
images, animals
among new
book releases

W

ell, it’s definitely reading
season — with short days and
long nights. And that means it’s
a good time to crack the spine of a new
book at the dawn of a new year.
First up, let’s talk about
what’s new with Pauline Petsel. This prolific
author and quirky artist
lives in Greeneville, Tennessee, and, when I last
saw her in nearby KingJoe
Tennis sport, she could not stop
telling me how “things”
Tennis
just keep showing up in
Anyone?
her photographs.
Like ghosts.
Or demons.
Petsel doesn’t
stop, it seems, from
not looking, either.
She blows stuff
up, more and
more, until she
sees all kinds of
eerie faces.
This winter, she’s
back on bookshelves, offering
“Without a Word, Book 2” (Express
Editions, 2017, $15), a 110-page journey into what she calls “true personal
experiences from the silent world of
animals.”
A native of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Petsel
spent a few years at St. Petersburg,
Florida, before moving to the Tri-Cities
a few years ago. And, all along, she’s
had weird stories to tell, including her
photographs of animals — domestic,
wild and exotic.

» ‘Where Lady Slippers Grow’

Author Bev
Freeman treated
readers to a story
of bones found
along the Appalachian Trail with
2016’s critically
acclaimed “Silence
of the Bones.”
Now, the Tennessee-based author
has returned with
“Where Lady Slippers Grow” (Little
Creek Books, 2017, $16.95), a sequel
that serves as the second installment
in Freeman’s “Madison McKenzie
Files.” This 312-page release follows
the character of McKenzie as she helps
the investigation of a missing hiker.
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The McLain Family
Band kicks off their
50th anniversary
tour Saturday at
the Carter Family
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Bud Phillips
p
& Pleasant Hill
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Pleasant Hill, the former home of Bristol Historian V.N. “Bud” Phillips.

Late Bristol historian’s legacy part of city’s history
BY JOE TENNIS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B

RISTOL, Va. — Bud Phillips would have been
proud.
A native of Johnson County, Arkansas, Phillips arrived in Bristol in 1953, not knowing a soul.
He moved into his home at 214 Johnson St., Bristol,
Virginia, on Dec. 15, 1982.
The late historian lived alone for three decades in
the big, brick home on Johnson Street — a place he
called “Pleasant Hill.”
Here, the friendly Phillips wrote books and newspaper columns, relying on typewriters instead of
using a computer.
Truth be told, Phillips didn’t own a computer. Nor
did he possess a television.
Fact is, Phillips knew little, if anything, about computers.
But, oh, how he loved newspapers and books,
magazines and letters.

‘According to Bud’

DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

This typewriter and desk was used by Bristol Historian Bud Phillips, inset, to
pen what some call “Bristol history according to Bud.”

Phillips spent his days writing letters and scribing
newspaper columns.
‘Legacy of the house’
He scanned documents and deeds.
And he told stories.
At his height of popularity, in
Phillips routinely knew enough about anything in
the early 2000s, Phillips attracted
Bristol to build a strong skeletal story. But he became lines of faithful readers wanting
beloved in both Bristols for how he put flesh and hair his next book, especially the local
on those bones.
best-seller “PioPlainly put, Phillips could capture
neers in Paradise”
the dry, dusty days of yesteryear and
— the author’s
make anything seem like it had hapWant to help?
tell-all volume on
pened only yesterday.
Bristol’s founders
» You can donate to
Some fellow historians called this
and early resithe Bristol Historical
“Bristol history, according to Bud.”
dents.
Association, purchase
But it was wildly popular for PhilPhillips had
historical photographs
lips as the late 1990s became the early
his own radio
or become a member.
2000s.
show. He wrote
Emailing bristoltnva@
The clean-shaven Phillips wore a
a newspaper
aol.com. Visit www.
smile and suit. Walking from his home
column. And he
bristolhistoricalassoin Bristol’s Solar Hill neighborhood,
had his own TV
ciation.com.
Phillips often dressed like he was
program — even
a century behind the times — and
though, ironically,
almost as if he was trying to match the
he didn’t own a
construction year of his home: 1872.
television nor even want one at
Across town, too, from the Bristol Public Library to his home.
East Hill Cemetery, Phillips spun tales of prostitutes,
Today, that house called Pleaspsychics, ghosts and thieves.
ant Hill belongs to two women,

Denise Ballard and Florence Fracarossi, who bought it at auction
in May 2017 – about four months
after Phillips died on Jan. 9 at
age 87. These women, currently
traveling in France, have turned
over the house to the care of the
Bristol Historical Association.
“And this is considered one of
our properties now,” said Tim
Buchanan, a longtime association
member. “They basically have
the house loaned to us ... They
were very generous. They’ve been
working with the association for
a while.”
Pleasant Hill will make a great
asset to the association’s mission of protecting the past, said
Sid Oakley, another longtime
member of the Bristol Historical
Association.
And it will remain a tribute to
Phillips, Buchanan said.

See PHILLIPS, Page A11

» ‘Piddle Diddle’

Knoxville-area
authors — and
siblings — Wayne
Major and
Ralphine Major
deliver their latest
children’s book,
“Piddle Diddle,
the Widdle Penguin, and the
Texas Longhorns”
(Little Creek Books, 2017, $11), with a
wild west theme.
This 36-page volume takes readers on
a new adventure as part of their growing
“Piddle Diddle” book series starring a
female penguin (majorbooksofjoy.com).
“Piddle Diddle, the Widdle Penguin,
and the Texas Longhorns” takes the
title character on a trip to a dude
ranch, where Piddle Diddle rides along
on a cattle drive — and experiences
what it’s like to be a cowgirl.

» ‘Daddy’s Apple Tree’

“Daddy’s Apple
Tree” (Express Editions, 2017, $12.95)
is a 148-page
reprint of a poetry
book by author
Dale P. Rhodes, Sr.,
of Culpeper, Virginia. “Daddy’s Apple
Tree” originated as
grief therapy writing for the author
after the death of his father in 1999.
This book was originally released in
2001 and is based on early life in the
Lignum section of Culpeper.
jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709 | @BHC_Tennis
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The nside of Pleasant Hill, the former home of Bristol Historian Bud Phillips, is as rich in history as the man himself.

Bristol Historical Association sees bright future at Pleasant Hill
BY JOE TENNIS

BRISTOL HERALD COURIER

B

RISTOL, Va. — At long
last, Tim Buchanan is
looking forward to a
home for the Bristol Historical Association.
For years, Buchanan said,
the association’s files had been
strung across the Twin City,
often stored in various members’ homes.
It’s hard to keep track of the
minutes of this historical society, he said, when they were
not all in the same place.
But now Buchanan has a
new opportunity, since members of the Bristol Historical
Association moved into Pleasant Hill, the former home of
V.N. “Bud” Phillips, the late
historian of Bristol.
The house on Solar Hill in

Bristol, Virginia, is on loan to
the society by its owners, who
bought it to save the property
from being destroyed and
turned into apartments, said
Buchanan, a longtime member of the association.
“This is going to be used for
a work office,” said Buchanan,
54. “I’m going to be spending
the next six months working
on files here.”
For the association, this
home somewhat replaces the
E.W. King House, which stands
in Bristol, Tennessee, and was
sold by the association on
Dec. 15, 2016 — 34 years to the
day that Phillips moved into
Pleasant Hill in 1982.
The association stored some
of its archives and property at
the E.W. King House.
Buchanan, of Bristol, Vir-

ginia, has now placed some
furniture inside Pleasant Hill
— including a desk that once
belonged to the late Bristol
businessman H.P. King. “This
came out of his personal office,” Buchanan said.
That large desk stands in
a back room that Buchanan
wants to use for committee
meetings by members of the
historical association.
“We have portraits and
pictures,” Buchanan said. “But
this is not going to be a storage
house. This is not for us to
stack up.”
This could, after all, serve
as a showplace, Buchanan
DAVID CRIGGER/BRISTOL HERALD COURIER
surmised, adding, “We’ll plan Bristol Historical Society’s Tim
Buchanan talks about the plans
for an open house later.”
for Pleasant Hill, the former
jtennis@bristolnews.com
home of Bud Phillps.
276-791-0709 | @BHC_Tennis
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— on a perch at what is now the
home’s front porch, Buchanan
said. “Bud called it ‘a speech.’
From Page A7
It was some kind of prepared
“Bud was concerned about
remarks.”
his legacy and the legacy of the
Many years later, the home was
house,” Buchanan said. “It didn’t
made into apartments before
turn out exactly the way he
Phillips acquired the property
intended, but it ended up with
from Edith Allen, Buchanan said.
the way he wanted it — with the
“We are excited about the
association having the house.”
house because of Bud’s and the
Wood legacy. But, even more,
‘Federal Revival’
Pleasant Hill is one of the last
Long before Phillips made his
‘Bud’s desk is here’
of the Federal period — I call
home here, contractor William
Virtually all of the antique
‘Federal Revival’ house — left in
H. Smith constructed Pleasant
clocks, furniture and paintings
Bristol,” Buchanan said.
Hill for Captain James Harvey
that Phillips had acquired over
“By the 1880s, most of them
many years were sold at auction, Wood in 1872, Buchanan said.
were gone. It was a different era,
“And they moved in in 1873.”
Buchanan said.
and Pleasant Hill is a reminder of
Architecturally, Buchanan said,
But some mementos remain
that era. Ten years after Pleasant
the home is “reminiscent of the
— or have been returned.
Hill was constructed, the Federfirst homes and businesses built
“Bud’s desk is here,” said Bual-style homes were outdated.”
in Bristol 20 years earlier and
chanan, 54.
That desk, topped with a type- before the Civil War.”
‘It’s protected’
During 1873, Confederate
writer, is where Phillips wrote
Inside, Phillips furnished
many of his books and newspa- President Jefferson Davis stayed
overnight at Pleasant Hill. Davis Pleasant Hill with his collection
per columns.
But there are some changes.
also gave a speech — or address of countless clocks.

Calendar
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“We already have a computer,”
Buchanan said with a smile.
“And I do want a wall here,
a wall of some of his history,”
Buchanan said, speaking about
Phillips. “He was big on his provenance. He was big on documenting his history — history
of the house, history of what he
did.”

CONCERTS

JANUARY JAMS: Abingdon,
Va., Barter Theatre, 127 W, Main
Highway off Exit 77 on I-81.Tues- St.Jan. 5, 8 p.m.: Amythyst Kiah
& Her Chest of Glass, $15; and
days, Bluegrass Jam, 6:30 p.m.
Jan. 6, 8 p.m.: Lillie Mae, $18; or
Donations. 276-617-1166.
Weekend:
$30; Jan. 12, 8 p.m.:
NORTON COMMUNITY CENJohn Paul White, $25; and Jan.
TER: Norton,Va., clog nights on
13, 8 p.m.: John Moreland, $22;
Thursdays, 5-6:15 p.m., $5. Clog
or weekend: $42.Jan. 19, 8 p.m.:
review and lessons. Classes offered for beginners ages 5 and up. David Grisman & John Sebastian,
$57.50; and Jan. 20, 8 p.m.,
276-679-2096.
Frank Solivan & Dirty Kitchen
OUTDOORSMEN CLUB: Kingwith Rob Ickes & Trey Hensley,
sport, Highway 11W. Music, 7-10
$25; or weekend: $75.Jan. 26,
p.m. $5/12 and under free. 4238 p.m.: Muddy Magnolias, $20;
943-5600 orjdaryl@comcast.net. and January 27, 8 p.m.: Booker T
Jones, $57.50; or Weekend: $70.
SMYTH COUNTY JAM: Chil276-628-3991 or bartertheatre.
howie,Va., 116 Industrial Park
Road, Lion’s Club, every Monday, com.
6:30 p.m. Concessions available, CITIZENS FOR THE ARTS: Taze276-496-5467 or www.smythwell,Va.,Tazewell Middle School
countyjam.com.
Auditorium.Jan. 14, 3 p.m.: The
THOMPSON VALLEY COMMU- Richard Williams Trio with William
NITY CENTER: Tazewell,Va., 5171 Hayes,J.T. Fauber, Richard Adams. Free. 276-963-3385 CART@
BF Buchanan Hwy.Jan. 6, 5:30
roadrunner.com.
p.m. food & 6 p.m. music: Plum
Creek Quilters open music jam
& bean pot luck dinner. Anyone
who would like to come sing, play,
church groups or choirs welcome. MOSCOW’S BOLSHOI BALLET:
Donations accepted but not
Bristol,Va.,Tinseltown, Linden Dr.
mandatory.Tammy Allison,
Sun.,Jan. 21, 12:55 p.m.: Romeo
276-979-6536 or Lori Hurley, 276- and Juliet.Tickets range from
979-4103, or plumcreekquilters@ $15.75-$17.85 Box office: 276yahoo.com.
669-2091
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Shorts

local level. There’s reason
to believe that more are on
the way in the new year.
From Page A9
Albums from country’s
Devil’s Left Hand Man”
Dan Deel augmented a
and to the life of his great
wide field of releases ingrandfather within “The
cluding those by folk-rockHobo.” Later, he seals the
ers Annabelle’s Curse and
album with a melancholy Bristol’s Annie Robinette.
turn of the Rolling Stones’ Earth By Train helmsman
“Dead Flowers.” Music for Anthony Wayne curated
the happy-go-lucky? Not
a solo album, delivered
really. Tunes for the open- a peek into his next one
minded and life-lived? You with a late-year’s single rebet.
lease, and created a series
of shows titled Garden of
Groove. New songs, a new
If You Go
album, and more shows
» Who: Josiah Whitley
in Wayne’s series will con» When: Saturday, Jan. 13, 7
tinue in the new year.
p.m.
Likewise, longtime
» Where: The Damascus
favorites Folk Soul Revival
Brewery, 32173 Government
promise a new album in
Road, Damascus
the coming months. A
» Info: 276-469-1069
Christmas EP issued
» Web, audio and video:
several weeks ago served
www.josiawhitley.com
to whet the appetite of the
band’s most ardent of supMusic Notes
porters.
Last year welcomed a
Venues including the
range of noteworthy new
Bloom Café and Listenalbums and venues on the ing Room on Bristol’s

STORYTELLING
BRISTOL PUBLIC LIBRARY:
Bristol,Va., Goode St.Jan. 7, 3
p.m.: The Beaver Creek Storytellers tell tales and stories. Free,
donations welcome. Enter at the
back upper level of the library.
www.bristol-library.org
CREEKSIDE RESTAURANT:
Downtown Jonesborough,Tenn.
Jonesborough Storytelling Guild:
Up to four guild members present
stories for all ages on Tuesdays
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. Donation of
$5 for adults and $3 per student;
www.storytellersguild.org or 423753-6626.

AUDITIONS
KNOXVILLE CHORAL SOCIETY:
Knoxville,Tenn.Thursday,Jan.
4, 6 p.m.: Auditions for all voice
parts.Will include vocal quality
assessment, sight-reading, tonal
memory drills. No prepared piece
required. For audition time, 865312-2440 or email membership@
knoxvillechoralsociety.org. Download an audition form at www.
knoxvillechoralsociety.org.
HEART OF APPALACHIA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA: Lebanon,
Va., band room of Lebanon High
School, each Thursday from 6-8
p.m.

State Street opened. Thus
augmented, a steadily
growing base of hotspots
propels an ever-thriving
live music scene within
the area. Buzz creates
more opportunities for
more venues to open. If
recently prior years serve
as an accurate barometer,
Bloom Café will have more
new company in the coming year.

go on sale to the public
on Wednesday. Tickets
are $125 and can be purchased at the Kingsport
Chamber, 400 Clinchfield
Street, next to Food City in
downtown Kingsport, or
by calling 423-392-8800.
As a special offer, this
year’s Kingsport Chamber
Annual Dinner ticket will
also be good as a complimentary ticket to any
Symphony of the Mountains Orchestra concert
during the 2018 season.
MeadowView will be offering a selection of wines
available for purchase the
night of the event. To preorder, call MeadowView
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Notes written on one of the closet doors at Pleasant Hill by former Bristol
Historian Bud Phillips.

Outside, Phillips loved to sit on
the front porch and watch the
waters of Beaver Creek and scan
the landscape of what he lovingly called “beautiful Bristol.”
Buchanan now stands on that
front porch.
“A lot of people are interested in this house to see what

McLains

happens to it,” Buchanan said.
“Florence and Denise will protect the house. And the association will end up making sure it’s
protected, too. It’s a partnership.
They want to partner with us to
make sure the house is saved.”

have a chance to make
a heart connection with
your audience.”
From Page A9
McLain, the former
lished in the latter part
director of East Tennessee
of 1967. They initially
State University’s blueoperated close to home,
grass and old-time music
gathering their legs as a
program, now directs the
band. They played their
Kentucky Center for Tradipaying gig in the midst of tional Music at Morehead
Christmas of 1967.
State University in Ken“In 1968, a television
tucky. As with his siblings,
station opened in Hazard, he knows connections.
Kentucky, WKYH,” McLain
In the course of 50 years,
said. “When we went on
the McLain Family Band
air with our TV show, the
touched greatness en
station had been on the
route to greatness. They
air for two weeks.”
hobnobbed with blueTwo weeks turned to
grass and country music
two years and a beginning royalty from Bill Monroe
of a half-century existence to Minnie Pearl. Music
that defines as unpredict- traveled from their hearts
able. The band recorded
and through their voices
15 albums, toured in 62
and strings into the ears,
countries, and stretched
minds, and hearts of an
its repertoire and reach
expanse of cultures Apto include recordings
palachian to African from
and performances with
the regal to the rural.
more than 100 symphony
Stages back home
orchestras.
to Nashville’s Grand
Thus to brand the
Ole Opry to New York’s
McLain Family Band as
Carnegie Hall welcomed
just a bluegrass band
the McLain Family Band.
seems akin to labeling
Humility thumbed a ride
Abraham Lincoln as just a and rode right along. Still
man. Boundless visionar- does.
ies apply by way of an apt
“Music is music,”
description. To this day,
McLain said. “What we
the band adheres to their want to do is to comfather’s wisdom.
municate what’s in our
“You have to be genuhearts. It’s a beautiful
ine,” McLain said. “You
thing.”
have to be natural. You
Meanwhile and from
have to be comfortable
upon a cloud on high, if
with yourself. Then you
their parents can then

jtennis@bristolnews.com
276-791-0709 | @BHC_Tennis

surely they observe their
kids quite in the midst of
maintaining the family’s
vivid heritage in music.
Character concrete, vision
intact, the music flows
like the blood of a mighty
lamb. Purity reigns within
the McLain Family Band.
“Blessed,” McLain said.
“Daddy always said the
most important show
you’re ever going to give
is the one you’re going
to give tonight. So, we’ll
play The Pickin’ Porch on
Thursday and the Carter
Family Fold on Saturday.
They will be the most
important shows we’ll
ever give.”
Tom Netherland is a freelance writer. He may be reached at features@
bristolnews.com.

Local
Handcrafted
Gift Items

Free MP3 Downloads

Jessica Lea Mayfield
helms 2018’s initial foray
into free MP3 downloads.
Visit https://noisetrade.
com/jessicaleamayfield/
the-sorry-is-gone-tour-ep.
Find four songs. Two of
them hail from Mayfield’s
latest album, “Sorry is
Gone.” There’s also an
unreleased song and a
live interpretation of her
album’s title cut.
Tom Netherland is a freelance writer. He may be reached at features@
bristolnews.com.

Party on the Moon returning
for Kingsport Chamber dinner

KINGSPORT, Tenn. —
Back by popular demand,
Party on the Moon is returning to Kingsport’s
stage for another Kingsport Chamber Dinner,
Feb. 2.
Set in Kingsport are
the MeadowView Marriott Conference Resort &
Convention Center, Kingsport.
The evening will begin
with a reception at 6 p.m.
followed by the dinner
and program at 7 p.m.
The community is invited
to attend.
Tickets will go on sale for
Kingsport Chamber members on Monday. Tickets
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at 423-578-6618.
In addition, a special
guest room rate, which
includes breakfast for
two, is offered for $141 to
Kingsport Chamber Annual Dinner attendees
who would like to spend
the night at MeadowView.
The rate for hotel guest
room is $115.
Reservations can be
made by calling MeadowView at 423-578-6600
and must be received on
or before Jan. 12.
The event, attended
by 1,700 individuals, remains the largest chamber annual dinner in the
nation.

Arts Achievement Awards
Call for Nominations
The awards will come from these categories:
• Artist – Achievement in performing, visual and literary arts
• Arts Educator – Achievement in arts education in a college or
university, primary or secondary school
• Arts Administrators – Achievement in the management of
arts institutions
• Arts Advocate – Achievement in sustaining the arts through
volunteering or financial support
The selection will be based on artistic excellence, perseverance, commitment
and sustained contributions to the arts and the cultural community.
Nominees should reside in Washington and Sullivan Counties in Tennessee;
Bristol, Kingsport and Johnson City in Tennessee; Washington County and
Bristol, Virginia.

To enter fill out the nomination form
at www.aamearts.org or use the form in the
January issue of A! Magazine for the Arts.
Entries must be received by March 1.

www.aamearts.org
www.artsmagazine@aame.info
artsmagazine@aamearts.org

